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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the pad support" in line 6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "first and second frame assemblies" in line 10. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Becker (5,158,313). 

Becker teaches a walker system having: 
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a frame (12) including a pad support (124); a handle (68) supported by the frame; 
a plurality of wheel assemblies (40,152) for supporting the frame, a pad assembly 
including a pad member (114) and a pad post (120) where the pad support (1 24) 
slidably supports the pad post (120) such that a position of the pad member (114) 
relative to the frame (12) can be changed; 

and a post locking member (132) for securing the pad post (120) relative to the 
pad support (124) to substantially fix the position of the pad member (1 14) relative to 
the frame (12); 

the handle including a first and second handle posts (66) and a handle member 

(68); 

the frame further includes first and second handle supports (20A,20B), 
where the first and second handle supports(20A,20B) slidably supports the 
handle posts (66) such that a position of the handle member (68) relative to the frame 
can be changed; and the walker system further includes first and second handle locking 
members (70) for securing the first and second handle posts (66) relative to the handle 
support (20A.20B) to substantially fix the position of the handle member (68) relative to 
the frame (12); 

and first and second front leg portions (30A.30B) and the first and second leg 
portions (146A.146B); 

the plurality of wheel assemblies (40,152) wherein the first and second front 
wheel assemblies (40) are supported by first and second front leg portions (30A.30B), 
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and the first and second rear wheel assemblies (152) are supported by first and 
second rear leg portions (146A,146B). 

With regards to claims 17-20, it has been held that to be entitled to weight in 
method claims, the recited structure limitations therein must affect the method in a 
manipulative sense, and not to amount to the mere claiming of a use of a particular 
structure. Ex parte Pfeiffer, 1962 CD. 408 (1961). 

Claims 1-11,13 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Renteria teaches a walker system (20) having: 

a frame (22) including a pneumatic cylinder (44) consisting of a pad support 
(silent) and pad post (silent); 

a handles (64) supported by the frame; 

a plurality of wheel assemblies (34,42) for supporting the frame (22), 
a pad assembly (44,45,46,48,50,51) including: 

a pad member (48)and the pneumatic cylinder (44) wherein the pad 
support (silent) slidably supports the pad post (silent) such that a position of the 
pad member (48) relative to the frame can be changed, see Column 7, lines 1- 
24; 

and a post locking member (46) for securing the pad post relative to the pad 
support to substantially fix the position of the pad member (48) relative to the frame; 
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the handles including a first and second handle post (78) and a handle member 

(64); 

further including a first and second handle support (80), 

where the at least one handle support (80) slidably supports the handle post (78) 
such that a position of the handle member (64) relative to the frame can be changed; 
and the walker system further includes a handle locking member (silent) for securing the 
handle post (78) relative to the handle support (80) to substantially fix the position of the 
handle member relative to the frame, see Column 9, lines 13-20; 

first and second front leg portions (36) supporting first and second front wheel 
assemblies (34); 

first and second rear leg portions (52) supporting first and second rear wheel 
assemblies (42); 

at first and second hinge member (88) extending through a first and second 
hinge portion (the most forward "portions" of straight members 28) and also extending 
through third and fourth hinge portions (the lower-most "portion" of handle member 80) 
such that the front frame and the handle frame assemblies may be rotated relative to 
each other to place the frame in one of the use or storage configuration, see Column 9, 
lines 31-35; 

wherein the first hinge member (88L) extends through the first and third hinge 
portions (front left portion of member 28 and lower left portion of 80), and wherein the 
second hinge member extends through the second and fourth hinge portions (front right 
portion of member 28 and lower right portion of 80); 
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further including a first and second locking assembly (90) of selectively locking 
the fame in the use configuration, see Column 9, lines 34-38; 

wherein the pad support assembly (44) is rigidly connected to the first and 
second handle frame side members (24) via the frame assembly (22), and the wheel 
support; 

wherein front and rear brace members (30) rigidly connect to the first and second 
handle frame side members (24L,R,26L,R). 

With regards to claims 17-20, it has been held that to be entitled to weight in 
method claims, the recited structure limitations therein must affect the method in a 
manipulative sense, and not to amount to the mere claiming of a use of a particular 
structure. Ex parte Pfeiffer, 1962 CD. 408 (1961). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Becker 
(5158,313) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Holt et al (US 1,288,588). 

Becker teaches all aspects of the claimed invention as discussed above for claim 
1 , except the pad member of the walker being offset relative to the pad post. 
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Holt teaches a walker vehicle including a pad post (30) slidably supported by pad 
support (28) such that the position of the pad (31) can be changed relative to the frame 
of the walker, and further, wherein the pad (31) is offset, relative to the pad post (30), 
see Figures 1 and 2 and Page 2, lines 17-26. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the pad placement of the walker taught by Becker to be 
offset as taught by Holt et at, in order to support either a right or left limb in particular. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 12 and 14-15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record does not disclose the combination of limitations as 
discussed above and further including first and second handle frame side members 
rigidly connecting to the pads support assembly and wheel support members, wherein 
the wheel supp[ort member defines the first and second front leg portions or first and 
second front portions extending from hinge portions to the first and second front leg 
portions of the walker system frame. A combination of these and other limitations have 
not been reasonable found within the prior art. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Whiting teaches a walker vehicle having an adjustable pad 
member. Kashmere et al teaches a child walker device having an adjustable seat and 
handle members. Avril teaches a walker device. Brandenfels teaches a collapsible utility 
cart. Stone teaches an orthopedic walker with collapsible handles and seat pad 
member. David teaches a walker device. Accetta teaches a walker having a seat pad 
member and hinge assembly. Che teaches a walker having a hinge assembly and 
adjustable handle. Seeger teaches a walker system having an adjustable seat. 
Uchiyama teaches a walker device. Corneu teaches a collapsible walker having 
adjustable handles and seat pad member. Sung teaches a walker device. Miller teaches 
a walker having an adjustable handle, and adjustable seat member. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly E. Campbell whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6693. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




